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This Bulletin sets out some current developments.  You are encouraged to

post your own information or requests to the List, or send information to

the List Convenors, who will post the information, as appropriate. 

*****************************

CAMPAIGNS AND ADVOCACY

Commonwealth Access to Justice Senate Inquiry - Deadline 21 August 2003  -

Make a Submission - Endorse the PILCH Homeless Persons Legal Clinic

Submission.
The Federal Senate is undertaking a Public Inquiry into Legal Aid and

Access to Justice in Australia.  Consider making a submission about

meeting the legal needs of people who are homeless, and how to ensure

human rights protections.  For general information about making a

submission, go to:

http://www.aph.gov.au/senate/committee/legcon_ctte/legalaidjustice/. 
The PILCH Homeless Persons' Legal Clinic in Melbourne is preparing a detailed

submission.  If you would like a copy of the PILCH submission to guide

your own, or wish to consider endorsing it, contact Phil Lynch at

projects.pilch@vicbar.org.au.

Australian Human Rights Register - Deadline October 2003 - Register yoru

concerns about the human rights of people who are homeless in Australia.
Today The Catholic Commission for Justice and Peace is calling for submissions

from individuals and non-government organisations for its 2003 Human

Rights Register. The Register presents a unique opportunity for you to

report on human rights abuses or improvements for people experiencing

homelessness.  To make a submission, go to:

http://www.melbourne.catholic.org.au/ccjdp/.  
If you want to discuss your submission, contact Shanta Martin, the Register's Coordinator: ShantaMartin@melbourne.catholic.org.au.  The Register is launched later in

the year, and receives significant public exposure. 

Australian Federation of Homelessness Organisations (AFHO) - Homelessness

and Human Rights - A Rights-Based Approach – Update.
As posted by AFHO, this working group will be progressed as a priority

following the commencement of the new Policy Officer.  In the meantime,

one of the participants in the 'rights-based' discussions at the Brisbane

2003 National Homelessness Conference, Greg Weir, has prepared a proposal

about how  work to promote the rights of homeless people might be

progressed.  Greg has asked for this excellent work to be posted to the

List.  The work is attached.  Greg is not on email so please provide

comments to Tom Muller at AFHO at policy@afho.org.au.   We encourage you

to read through this material.  

Fines and Bankruptcy - Impact on People experiencing Homelessness,

particular those who are living in Public Places - Victoria - Campaign and

Reform Update.
The PILCH Homeless Persons Legal Clinic in Melbourne, in conjunction with

a number of other community legal centres has been involved in efforts to

secure reforms to the fines enforcement system with a view to ameliorating

the impact on people who are homeless. Part of the recent impetus for

reform efforts arose out of the decision of the Full Court of the Federal

Court in State of Victoria v Mansfield [2003] FCAFC 154 (18 July 2003). 

The Court decided that PERIN fines (the Victorian scheme used to enforce

payment of fines for charges like loitering and begging) are not provable

in bankruptcy i.e. the fines are not wiped by becoming bankrupt.   The

person can be pursued for payment of the fines even when they have

declared bankrupt. if you are interested in hearing more about the reform

work being done by the organisations in Melbourne, contact Phil Lynch at

projects.pilch@vicbar.org.au.

***********************

PROJECTS AND SERVICES

PIAC/PILCH Homeless Project - Sydney - New South Wales

The Public Interest Advocacy Centre and Public Interest Law Clearing House

in Sydney are undertaking a project aimed at providing homeless people

with access to legal services and advocacy. The experiences of the

Victorian and Queensland Homeless Persons Legal Clinics will be drawn on. 

Project staff at PIAC and PILCH are currently consulting with agencies and

peak bodies providing services to homeless people, to gain their input,

ideas and support for the project. See PIAC E Bulletin No 113

http://www.piac.asn.au/news/bulletins/122.html. 

Homeless Persons' Legal Resource Project - Gilbert + Tobin Centre of

Public Law – Update
This Resource Project is newly based at the Gilbert + Tobin Centre of

Public Law, Faculty of Law, University of New South Wales, and has now

been offered seed funding from the Law and Justice Foundation of New South

Wales.  The project involves the preparation of regular Resource

Bulletins, such as this one, and the development of a website, dealing

with both domestic and international law and the rights of people

experiencing homelessness.  The website will provide an introduction and

opportunity to self-subscribe to this List.  For information about the

current activities and other projects of the Gilbert + Tobin Centre of

Public Law, go to www.gtcentre.unsw.edu.au.  For more information on the

project, contact the Project Director, Cassandra Goldie, at

cassandra_goldie@fcl.fl.asn.au. 

Homelessness Human Rights and the Law Email List - Update

Interest in this new  List, to which you are currently subscribed, is

growing.  From an initial subscriber list of about 160, generated by the

List Convenors, we currently have 220 participants, as a result of

requests to subscribe from word/email of mouth.  Apologies for some early

glitches, which have now been sorted out.  We had a rogue email address

whose external server was re-routing messages back to all the other

subscribers.  Wow. Thanks to Tanya and the great technical support of

UNSW.  Many thanks for all the positive messages, and offers of support. 

Please continue to forward on to new people who may be interested.  Please

provide comments and feedback to the List Convenors (details below).

**************************

ARTICLES AND PUBLICATIONS

'Homelessness and Human Rights: Regarding and Responding to Homelessness

as a Human Rights Violation' by Phil Lynch and Jacqueline Cole  (2003) 4

Melbourne Journal of International Law 139.
Go to:

http://www.law.unimelb.edu.au/mjil/issues/currentFiles/05Lynch-Cole.pdf

This article argues that homelessness is a violation of fundamental human

rights and freedoms, including the right to liberty and security of the

person, the right to freedom from discrimination, the right to privacy,

the right to freedom of expression, the right to freedom of association.,

the right to vote, the right to social security, the right to health and

the the right to an adequate standard of living.  The article seeks to

encourage and equip people working for and on behalf of people

experiencing homelessness to invoke human rights law in litigation and

public policy advocacy. 

‘Right vs Welfare: Fostering Community and Legal Activism in support of

people facing homelessness' by Cassandra Goldie (2003) 28(3) Alternative

Law Journal 132.
Go to: http://www.gtcentre.unsw.edu.au/Goldie%20article%20FLJ.pdf

This article discusses approaches to activism in support of people facing

homelessness, in particular by comparing welfare based approaches with a

rights-based approach.  It critiques the way that homelessness is defined,

in particular by reference to people living in public space. 

'From Cause to Solution: Using the Law to Respond to Homelessness' by Phil

Lynch (2003) 28(3) Alternative Law Journal 127.
Go to:

http://www.pilch.org.au/html/getFile.asp?table=tbl_TCA_Article_Files&field=i

mage&id=206

This article provides an overview of legal services and support to people

experiencing homelessness in the United States, and draws out some lessons

for the Australian context.  The article is based on a study tour by the

author in 2003. 

'Homelessness and Human Rights: Engaging Human Rights Discourse in the

Australian Context' by Dianne Otto (2002) 27 Alternative Law Journal 271.
Go to:

http://www.pilch.org.au/html/getFile.asp?table=tbl_TCA_Article_Files&field=i

mage&id=209

This article explores the scope for using human rights language and tools

in Australian advocacy settings in support of homeless people. 

END

********************

ABOUT THE HOMELESSNESS HUMAN RIGHTS AND THE LAW EMAIL LIST

The Homelessness Human Rights and the Law Email List consists of people

around Australia who are interested in: 

(1)
approaching homelessness in Australia as a human rights issue; 

(2)
using human rights and other rights/legal strategies to support people

experiencing homelessness; and

(3)
sharing information and collaborating in local, regional, state and

territory-wide, and national initiatives that promote a rights-based

approach to homelessness. 

Who is on the List?

People on the list include Australian community workers, lawyers,

academics, people who have experienced homelessness, and homelessness

policy workers.  As at 3 August 2003, about 220 people were subscribers.

Who are the List Convenors?

The List Convenors are:

(1)
Livia Carusi, Coordinator, Support and Accommodation Rights Service,

Council to Homeless Persons: livia@chp.org.au

(2)
Cassandra Goldie, Project Director, Homeless Persons' Legal Resource

Project, Gilbert + Tobin Centre of Public Law:

cassandra_goldie@fcl.fl.asn.au

(3)
Phil Lynch, Coordinator, Homeless Persons Legal Clinic, Public

Interest Law Clearing House: projects.pilch@vicbar.com.au

How do I use the List?

The List is currently un-moderated. You can send messages direct to the

list, post updates on interesting developments, ask questions, request

information, as you wish.   Alternatively, you can email a List Convenor

and we will send it on as appropriate.  You will receive occasional email

bulletins like this one from the Homeless Persons' Legal Resource Project

at the Gilbert + Tobin Centre of Public Law to keep you in touch with

developments elsewhere.  

To SEND to this list, email your message to:

homelessness-humanrights@explode.unsw.edu.au

To JOIN the list, email the List Administrator at:

cassandra_goldie@fcl.fl.asn.au

To UNSUBCRIBE, email to: <majordomo@explode.unsw.edu.au> the following

command in the body of your email message: unsubscribe

homelessness-humanrights

Will my email details be released?

Not without your express permission. Only the List Convenors have access

to subscriber details. 

Having Problems? 

If you have problems, contact the List Administrator: Cassandra Goldie,

Project Director, Homeless Persons Legal Resource Project, Gilbert + Tobin

Centre of Public Law, University of New South Wales:

cassandra_goldie@fcl.fl.asn.au Phone: 02 9385 1295 Fax: 02 9385 1175

*******************************************************************

