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PROGRAMS AND EVENTS
*QPILCH Homeless Persons Legal Clinic – New Funding – New Coordinator – New Service** 
There have been a number of important developments with the Queensland Public Interest Law Clearing House (QPILCH) Homeless Persons Legal Clinic. 
The Clinic has recently been awarded a non-recurrent grant for 2005/6 by the Minister for Communities, Disability Services and Seniors, the Hon Warren Pitt MP. The funding will enable the employment of a full-time coordinator for the Clinic, as well as a part-time policy officer to conduct research, prepare policy submissions and to assist in establishing clinics in Cairns, Townsville, Rockhampton, Toowoomba and the Gold Coast. 
The Queensland Clinic has also appointed a new Coordinator, Monica Taylor, formerly a solicitor with Deacons lawyers, who joined the Clinic on 5 September 2005. Michael Carey continues in the role of homeless policy research coordinator until October 2005.  
On 11 August 2005, the Clinic established a new service at the Salvation Army Pindari Women's' Hostel, an 18 bed facility which provides emergency accommodation and support to women in crisis. The service will be supported by pro bono assistance from law firm, Phillips Fox. Source: Tamara Walsh, August 2005
*Scoping Study – Perth Homeless Persons Legal Clinic Proposal – Western Australia** 
In October 2004, the Labor Lawyers (WA) and Human Rights WA held a forum in Perth on “Homelessness and the Law”, opened by the Hon Chief Justice David Malcolm, Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of WA and addressed by Philip Lynch, Coordinator of the PILCH Homeless Persons Legal Clinic in Melbourne, Victoria. Arising out of that Forum, a funding application to establish a Perth-based Clinic was submitted to the Attorney General of WA. The application was declined in favour of a small grant for a Scoping Study to be conducted. The Scoping Study will investigate whether a specialist legal service for people experiencing homelessness is needed, and if so, to propose the most effective and efficient model of service delivery, including the level of funding required and how to evaluate the service over time. The initiative is now being driven by an informal Steering Committee of supporters, including the Law Society of WA. A final decision by the Attorney General is yet to be made. 
The inaugural meeting to formalise a Steering Committee was held on 13 September at Minter Ellison Law Firm. People interested in being involved may contact Max Beckerling @ maxb@dch.com.au. Source: Max Beckerling, August 2005
*PILCH Homeless Persons Legal Clinic – Melbourne, Victoria – Recent Developments** 
HPLC continues to provide direct legal help to people experiencing homelessness from nine service locations: The Big Issue, Credo Café, Ozanam House, Flagstaff Crisis Accommodation, Melbourne Citymission Western, Hanover Southback, HomeGround Argyle Housing, Anglicare at St Peter’s Eastern Hill and the Salvation Army Life Centre, with pro bono assistance from Mallesons Stephen Jaques, Clayton Utz, Minter Ellison, Blake Dawson Waldron, National Australia Bank Legal Department, Phillips Fox, Allens Arthur Robinson and Baker & McKenzie.  In 2004/5, the Clinic helped 419 new clients, with 75% of cases closed with successful outcomes. The Clinic also conducted a client satisfaction survey, receiving 11 responses from clients all of whom said that the service was very useful or useful to them.

The Clinic has also been active in a number of research and advocacy initiatives, detailed elsewhere in this Bulletin. 

A range of education initiatives have also been conducted by the Clinic during July and August 2005 including: secondary school education on social exclusion, a forum on ‘Human Rights Lawyering’ with Prof Deena Hurwitz, Director of the International Human Rights Law Clinic at the University of Virginia, and Doug Ford, Human Rights Lawyer with the Charlottesville Legal Aid Justice Center, at Allens Arthur Robinson; facilitated discussion regarding economic, social and cultural rights at the Fulbright Symposium on Peace and Human Rights at the University of Melbourne; community forum regarding ‘Human Rights in Victoria’; and workshops on ‘Credit and Debt Advocacy for Disadvantaged People’ at Phillips Fox and ‘Structural Advocacy and Systemic Change’ at Indigenous Capacity Building forum at Arnold Bloch Leibler. 

On 4 October 2005, the Clinic will hold a one-day workshop in Melbourne on ‘Legal, Policy and Practice Issues for the Homelessness Assistance Sector’ dealing with Understanding the Supported Accommodation Assistance Act; Understanding and Applying the Privacy Law and Policy; Obtaining Free Legal Assistance for Your Clients and Your Organisations; Working under the Occupational Health and Safety Act; Preparing Yourself and Your Clients for Court; and Understanding and Applying Equal Opportunity Law and Policy. 
For further information or resources generated by these initiatives, contact Philip Lynch @ projects.pilch@vicbar.com.au. Source: Philip Lynch, August 2005
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PUBLICATIONS AND RESEARCH

* Victorian Council of Social Services, ‘There is No Dignity Living Suspended Like This: The Housing Rights Tribunal Volume’ VCOSS, 2005**

The Report contains the findings of the Victorian Housing Rights Tribunal.  The Tribunal was convened at Melbourne Town Hall in April 2005. Twenty three people presented the Tribunal with their testimonies about being denied their human right to adequate housing.  Their testimonies were reviewed by the Tribunal Panel, constituted by: Jelena Popovic, Deputy Chief Magistrate, Victorian Magistrates Court; Alison Aggarwal, Research Associate to the UN Special Rapporteur on the Right to Adequate Housing; Senator Andrew Bartlett, Australian Democrats;  Sally Jope, Brotherhood of St Lawrence; Sam McClean, New Zealand Human Rights Commission; Ara Creswell, ACT Council of Social Services; and Martin Kingham, CFMEU.

* Phil Lynch, ‘Homelessness, Human Rights and Social Inclusion’ (2005) 30(3) Alternative Law Journal 101

The article discusses the role that a human rights framework can play in promoting social inclusion for people experiencing homelessness. 
*Tamara Walsh, ‘Coleman v Power and Its Impact on Public Nuisance’, University of Queensland, 2005** 
This research project investigates the impact of the High Court decision of Coleman v Power on the decision-making of the Queensland Magistrates courts on the number and nature of public nuisance prosecutions. Mr Coleman had been arrested for displaying in the Townsville Mall a placard which read ‘Get to know your local corrupt type coppers, please take one’, distributing pamphlets and loudly accusing a police officer of being corrupt. Mr Coleman was convicted of using ‘threatening, abusive or insulting words to a person in a public place’ under the former section 7(1)(d) of the Vagrants, Gaming and Other Offences Act (Qld).  In Coleman, the High Court overturned his conviction finding that the conduct by Mr Coleman was an exercise of the implied constitutional right to freedom of political communication and that the provisions of the Act were invalid except to the extent that such conduct would be likely to provoke physical retaliation.  Source: UQ Website, August 2005
* PILCH Homeless Persons Legal Clinic, ‘We Want Change: Public Policy Responses to Begging in Melbourne’ June 2005**

This Report is based on research undertaken by the PILCH Homeless Persons Legal Clinic about the nature, extent and causes of begging.  Drawing on the findings of in-depth interviews with people who beg in Melbourne, the Report also proposes a range of recommendations aimed to reducing the incidence of begging, using a human rights approach. 

*Paul Flatau et al, ‘Final Report: Indigenous Access to Mainstream Public and Community Housing’, Australian Housing and Urban Research Institute, August 2005**
This Report is the findings of a major study into the use of public and community housing by Indigenous people, including the impediments that are faced in achieving access, government efforts to improve access, and what else could be done to improve use of these housing options by Indigenous people.
* Suzie Forrell et al ‘No Home No Justice? TheLegal Needs of Homeless People in NSW’ Law and Justice Foundation of New South Wales, August 2005** 

This is the most recent publication from the Foundation’s Access to Justice and Legal Needs Program. This study features insights of homeless people themselves as well as comments from numerous stakeholders and service providers. The report also investigates barriers to homeless people’s participation in the justice system and identifies challenges to be addressed in the current delivery of legal services. 
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THE HOMELESSNESS LEGAL RIGHTS PROJECT 

* Background to the Homelessness Legal Rights Project – Gilbert + Tobin Centre of Public Law, University of New South Wales in partnership with the PILCH Homeless Persons Legal Clinic**

There is a significant body of Australian public policy knowledge and research about the economic, cultural, and social aspects of homelessness. To date, there has been more limited development of an Australian body of knowledge and understanding regarding the legal and human rights of people experiencing homelessness.   The Homelessness Legal Rights Project is an initiative designed to support such development. 

The Project Partners for this initiative are the Gilbert + Tobin Centre of Public Law and the Homeless Persons' Legal Clinic in Melbourne. The genesis was a gathering of people at the 2003 National Homelessness Conference in Brisbane. Since that time, the Partners have been involved in a growing network around Australia committed to promoting the legal and human rights of people experiencing homelessness.  Through this network, the Project Partners established that there was a need for a publicly-accessible legal information resource which collates current research, casework developments, law reform activities, resources and events about the legal and human rights of homeless people, both within Australia, and internationally.  
This Project is therefore designed to contribute to sharing knowledge and current developments in the general area of legal and human rights with respect to homelessness using web-based resources. The intended beneficiaries of these activities are community and legal aid lawyers, human rights lawyers and academics, homelessness organisations, housing workers, tenant advice services, housing departments, family and community services government departments and people experiencing homelessness. 

The genesis of this initiative was a gathering at the 2003 National Homelessness Conference in Brisbane. In 2003/4, the Project Partners undertook a 12 month pilot phase of the Project. Phase One consisted of three components:

(1) Website Resources
The Project developed a web-based resource of select materials in the fields of law, human rights and social policy that are related to homelessness, particularly in the Australian context.  The website created during the pilot phase of the Project can be viewed at http://www.gtcentre.unsw.edu.au/resources/homelessnesslegalrights.asp.

(2) Resource Bulletin and Email Group
In Phase One, the Project also generated a monthly Resource Bulletin that was posted to a range of web-sites and bulletin boards, as well as to a growing number of individual recipients, who subscribe to an email group.  Currently, there are about 270 people who participate in the Email Group. 

For past Resource Bulletins, go to: http://www.gtcentre.unsw.edu.au/projects_partners/projects/hlr/resourcebulletin.asp.
To Join the Email Group, go to: http://www.gtcentre.unsw.edu.au/projects_partners/projects/hlr/emaillist.asp.

(3) Campaign and Research Support
Within limited resources, Phase One of the Project also supported public policy and law reform initiatives that were promoting the human rights of people who experience homelessness. See http://www.gtcentre.unsw.edu.au/projects_partners/projects/hlr/support.asp.

Phase One of the Project, supported by seed funding from the Gilbert +Tobin Centre of Public Law and pro bono contributions, is complete. 

* Phase Two of the Homelessness Legal Rights Project 2005/6 - The Next Twelve Months**

The Project has secured additional funding from the Law and Justice Foundation of New South Wales for a further 12 month period to continue to develop the initiative. The Foundation has granted $6000 towards Phase Two, and an additional $3000 to conduct an evaluation upon completion.  Phase Two will continue to rely upon pro bono and in kind contributions. 

In Phase Two, the Project will re-commence publication and distribution of this monthly Homelessness, Human Rights and the Law Resource Bulletin, as well as maintenance of the Project website, including the Resource Page and fostering participation in the Project amongst intended beneficiaries.
*Project Advisory Group Established – A Big Welcome**

As part of Phase Two of the Project, an Advisory Group has now been established. The Group is a network of people around Australia offering an important range of skills, interests and connections to contribute to sharing of developments about promotion of the legal and human rights of people experiencing homelessness.  

The Project Partners are very pleased to welcome current members of the Advisory Group: Emma Golledge, Di Otto, Anne Gosley, Michele Slatter, Bill Mallanack, Alison Aggarwal, Andrea Durbach, Tamara Walsh, Livia Carusi, Rivkah Nissim, Ken Fernandes, Malcolm Langford and Monica Taylor.
Further information about the Advisory Group can be found on the Project website @ http://www.gtcentre.unsw.edu.au/projects_partners/projects/hlr/index.asp.
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To subscribe to the moderated Homelessness, Human Rights and the Law Email List, email majordomo@explode.unsw.edu.au with the message 'subscribe homelessness-humanrights’. 

To unsubscribe, email majordomo@explode.unsw.edu.au with the message 'unsubscribe homelessness-humanrights’. 

To post a message to the List, email to homelessness-humanrights@explode.unsw.edu.au
