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CAMPAIGNS and ADVOCACY 

* Congratulations to Anne Gosley from the Homeless Peoples' Association -Winner of Citizen of the Year for the City of Yarra - Melbourne - February 2004** 
Warm congratulations go to Anne Gosley, founding member of the Homeless People's Association and a person who has been homeless.  Anne has been recognised for her tireless efforts in promoting the human rights and empowerment of people who are homeless.  See the Feature Article about Anne in The Age on 25 February 2003 at http://www.theage.com.au/articles/2004/02/24/1077497562877.html. See one of Anne's own articles as part of HPA, 'Stop and Listen, Don't Assume: Why the Homeless People's Association was formed' from the 2003 National Homelessness Conference at http://www.afho.org.au/4_publications/conference_papers/Tabb_etc.pdf.

For more information about the Homeless People's Association, go to http://www.hpa.org.au.

CONGRATULATIONS to Anne!!

* Funding Application for Homeless Persons Legal Clinic - Human Rights WA

- Perth - Letters of Support Invited - Deadline 12 March 2004** 
Human Rights WA, a community legal centre in Perth, based on volunteers is developing a legal service particularly to meet the needs of people who are homeless. Based on community consultations and the models in operation in Melbourne and Brisbane, a funding submission is now being prepared.  

Funding is being sought from the WA Racing, Gaming and Liquor Community Trust.  Applications are due by no later than 12 March 2003. 

If you are able to write a letter of support for the funding submission, please contact Max Beckerling at saltyseadogau@yahoo.com, or Shirley Southgate at Shirley_Southgate@fcl.fl.asn.au.  

All support greatly appreciated. 

************************************************************************
PROGRAMS AND EVENTS

* Homelessness, Human Rights and the Law Symposium and Launch of Special Edition of Parity - Melbourne - 9 am 10 March 2004 -BOOKED OUT**

Parity, the Magazine of the Council to Homeless Persons in Melbourne, Victoria, is publishing a Special Edition on Homelessness, Human Rights and the Law.  Sponsored by law firms, Clayton Utz, Allens Arthur Robinson and Blake DawsonWaldron, the Special Edition will be launched by the Victorian Attorney General at 9am on 10 March 2004 in Melbourne.  

The Launch will be followed by a Symposium on Homelessness, Human Rights and the Law.  Speakers include Justice Ronald Sackville of the Federal Court, Deputy Chief Magistrate Jelena Popovic, Cassandra Goldie, Director of the Homelessness Legal Rights Project and Visiting Fellow at the Gilbert + Tobin Centre of Public Law at the UNSW, and June Mills, Larrakia woman and President of the Longgrass Association, Darwin, Northern Territory. 

Papers from the Symposium will be available after the event from http://www.chp.org.au.  

To order copies of the Special Edition of Parity, or to become a subscriber, go to http://www.parity.infoxchange.net.au.

* Meeting on Women and the Right to Adequate Housing - United Nations Special Rapporteur on the Right to Adequate Housing - Melbourne - 1.30 pm 10 March 2004** 
This is a unique opportunity for women who have experienced homelessness or housing stress, community organisations, tenant's groups and others concerned about housing and women's access to it to get together and learn about the United Nations processes.  The meeting will discuss opportunities to prepare a report to the UN Special Rapporteur on the Right to Adequate Housing by mid-2004.  

Speakers will include Bev Murray, Aboriginal Housing Board of Victoria and Alison Aggarwal, Research Associate for the UN Special Rapporteur on Adequate Housing.  

For more information, go to http://www.chp.org.au/ConferencesForums/HRSymposium3.pdf.  You can also contact Hazel Blunden on hazel@shelternsw.org.au.

* 'Litigating Economic, Social and Cultural Rights - International and Comparative Achievements and Challenges' Seminar - Malcolm Langford - 

Centre on Housing Rights and Evictions - Sydney - 1pm Friday 12 March

2004** 

Malcolm Langford is the Senior Legal Officer with the Centre on Housing Rights and Evictions and is based in Geneva, Switzerland and is an expert on international law and human rights to housing, food and water, and currently involved in Ghana, Kenya, Argentina and Bulgaria. 
Malcolm Langford is the Senior Legal Officer with the Centre on Housing Rights and Evictions and is based in Geneva, Switzerland and is an expert on international law and human rights to housing, food and water, and currently involved in Ghana, Kenya, Argentina and Bulgaria. 

Details are as follows: 1.00pm to 2.00pm Friday 12 March 2004, 10th Floor (Faculty of Law), Library Tower, Hal Wootten Moot Court (Room 1039), University of New South Wales.  An informal discussion with Malcolm Langford will follow from 2.00 to 3.00pm in Room 1038, directly opposite the Moot Court. All welcome.

The event is co-hosted by the Australian Human Rights Centre and the Homelessness Legal Rights Project, Gilbert + Tobin Centre of Public Law. 

Admission is Free. For more information, contact the Australian Human Rights Centre [http://www.ahrcentre.org] or the Homelessness Legal Rights Project at c.goldie@unsw.edu.au.

* 'Issues of Economic, Social and Cultural Rights Litigation' Seminar - Malcolm Langford - Centre on Housing Rights and Evictions Litigation Program - Melbourne -  6.15 pm Tuesday 16 March 2004**

Malcolm Langford will also be speaking in Melbourne. This event is being organised by Amnesty International Australia.  The Seminar is to be held at Clayton Utz law firm, 18/333 Collins Street, Melbourne.  $5 (proceeds to Amnesty).  

To RSVP, email Mark.Richards@aar.com.au.

* 'Our Rights, Our Voices' - Meeting on Women's Rights in New South Wales, including Housing Rights - New South Wales Council of Social Services and Women's Rights Action Network Australia - Sydney - Tuesday 30 March 2004**

This event is 'an opportunity for women and community groups working with women to discuss, explore and report on women's rights in NSW' with a view to contributing to a national 'Women's Report Card Project'.  The findings from the forum will go into a report to be sent to the United Nations Committee on Women's Rights.  

The event is free to women from the community and unfunded groups.   For

more information, go to http://www.ncoss.org.au/conferences.

* NSW Homeless Persons' Legal Service - Public Interest Law Clearing House

- Update - February 2004**

The establishment of the newest specialist legal service for people experiencing homelessness, or at risk of homelessness, is well under way. 

Phase One of the Project has been completed.  The Coordinator, Michelle Rabsch, is now setting up the model that has been developed. 'The Service will link private law firms with welfare agencies with volunteer lawyers attending the agencies to provide pro bono legal advice to homeless people. To address legal issues facing homeless people at a more systemic level, policy and law reform work as well as legal education will be conducted as the Service develops. Go to http://piac.asn.au/news/bulletins/135.html.

The Service is anticipated to be launched towards the end of April or beginning of May 2004.  

For more information, contact Michelle Rabsch on 02 92997833 or by email homelessproject@piac.asn.au.

PUBLICATIONS AND RESEARCH

* Centre on Housing Rights and Evictions Litigation Program - Housing and Economic Social and Cultural Rights Litigation Quarterly - Geneva - Call for Contributions from Australia** 
You are invited to contribute to the first edition of this new publication by COHRE in Geneva. COHRE is seeking 'cases that have been declared admissible or decided at national, regional and international levels' as well as  events and related developments about the protection and promotion of economic, social and cultural rights, including any housing rights legal developments.

Contact Bret Thiele and Aoife Nolan from the COHRE Litigation Program at aoife@cohre.org.

* Kate Incerti and Lauren Matthews, 'Partnerships to Realising Housing as a Human Rights' (Paper presented to the Australian Association of Social Workers Conference 2003, 29 September 2003)**
 This paper was presented last year at the annual national conference of social workers in Australia.  The authors were a worker with the City of

Port Phillip and a 3rd Year RMIT Social Work Student, respectively.   Go

to http://www.aasw.asn.au/adobe/papers/paper_kate_incerti.pdf.

* Kameshni Pillay, 'Implementation of Grootboom': Implications for the Enforcement of Socio-Economic Rights' - Community Law Centre - South Africa - 20 March 2003**

This article gives a review of the developments that followed the court decision by the Constitutional Court of South Africa which looked at the Right to Adequate Housing and the obligations that are placed on the State. 

Go to http://www.communitylawcentre.org.za/ser/docs_2003/transformation/Kameshni%20Pillay%2012%20March.doc.

* Adrian Bradbook, 'Rented Housing Law: Past Present and Future' (2003)

7(1) Flinders Journal of Law Reform 1**
* Michelle Slater and Mary Crearie, 'Sustainable Tenancies: From Public to Private?' (2003) 7(1) Flinders Journal of Law Reform 15 **
* Tim Seelig, 'Tenant Lists, Tenant Risks: Rental Databases and Housing Policy in Australia' (2003) 7(1) Flinders Journal of Law Reform 27**

Each of the above articles are contained in the September 2003 Edition of

the Flinders Journal of Law Reform.   Edited by Michele Slater, Senior

Lecturer at the Faculty of Law, Flinders University, Adelaide, South Australia, the Edition is a collection of papers which originated from the Fourth Australasian Conference of Tenancy Tribunals and Associated Bodies, held in Adelaide in September 2001.

END
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