NATIONAL FORUM
INDIGENOUS HEALTH AND THE TREATY DEBATE: 

RIGHTS, GOVERNANCE AND RESPONSIBILITY 
SATURDAY 11 SEPTEMBER 2004
THE SCIENTIA, KENSINGTON CAMPUS 

UNIVERSITY OF NEW SOUTH WALES
REGISTER NOW AS SEATING IS STRICTLY LIMITED!
Dear Friend,

If you are interested in better health for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people and wondering what contribution the law can make, if you want to know what a treaty might mean at the level of policy and practice, if you have views on the relationship between responsibility and rights, we invite you to participate in a national forum. This event is being organised as part of a project investigating the possibility of modern treaty-making between Indigenous people and Australian governments. Why then focus on Indigenous health? 
· There are few more important issues facing Australia than Indigenous health: in our affluent first world economy, the health of Aboriginal people compares on average with some of the world’s poorest nations. 
· Talking about health raises questions of rights: not just the right to good health, but the relevance of a wider ‘rights agenda’ to tackling socio-economic disadvantage in Indigenous communities. Does a treaty have anything to do with healthier babies, less chronic disease and longer, happier lives? 
· Talking about health raises questions of responsibility: who should shoulder the responsibility for good health as between government, community and individual? 
· Talking about health tests the difference a treaty might make at a policy and practical level: have treaty principles got something to say about better governance and service delivery? As new approaches develop, can good local practice become national best practice?
Speakers will tackle these issues in keynote addresses and interactive panels. Our focus is on law and its relationship to better Indigenous health and we have limited the event to a single day, to keep costs low and encourage members of the community to attend. But we appreciate that the issues in Indigenous health and the treaty debate are large, complex and diverse. So we encourage those participants who wish to bring materials about related areas to contact us about displaying them at the venue.
The primary purpose of the event is to encourage public debate about the merits of treaty approaches in health and other important aspects of people’s daily lives in Indigenous communities. We appreciate that some people may wish to meet at the end of the day, to network and possibly discuss working together in future. We will ensure that workshop rooms are available for a reasonable time beyond the completion of the formal program.

The event has been organised by partners in a research project looking into the public law implications of a treaty or treaty-like agreements between Indigenous peoples and Australian governments: the Jumbunna Indigenous House of Learning at the University of Technology, Sydney, the Gilbert + Tobin Centre of Public Law at the UNSW Faculty of Law and the Australian Institute of Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islander Studies. That project is funded by the Australian Research Council (ARC) and, through Reconciliation Australia, by the Myer Foundation.
This event has been generously supported by: Reconciliation Australia, the UNSW Faculty of Law, Pro-Vice-Chancellor (Education & Quality Improvement) UNSW, the Human Rights and Equal Opportunity Commission and Australians for Native Title and Reconciliation (ANTaR). 

We hope to see you in Sydney on Saturday 11 September 2004.

Yours sincerely,
Professor Larissa Behrendt, Professor of Law & Indigenous Studies, Jumbunna Indigenous House of Learning, University of Technology, Sydney

Dr Lisa Strelein, Manager, Native Title Research Unit, Australian Institute of Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islander Studies

Professor George Williams and Sean Brennan, Gilbert + Tobin Centre of Public Law, Faculty of Law, UNSW

PROGRAM
Venue

The Scientia, University of New South Wales 

Kensington campus (multi-level parking available by entry at Gate 11 on Botany Street)
8.30 am

Registration
9.00 am
Welcome from Ms Sue Green of Nura Gili at UNSW and an introduction to the Forum by the Co-Chairs.



Co-Chairs:
Professor Larissa Behrendt, Jumbunna Indigenous House of Learning, UTS 


Professor George Williams, Gilbert + Tobin Centre of Public Law, UNSW
9.15 am 
Keynote Addresses
Treaty Principles and Indigenous health in Australia

including  Morning Tea:
Speaker:
Mr Patrick Dodson, Chair, Lingiari Foundation


Recognising Indigenous jurisdiction in the policy areas that affect people in their daily lives



Speakers:
Professor Stephen Cornell and colleague 



Harvard Project on American Indian Economic Development (US)



Treaty of Waitangi and Maori Health


Speaker:
Ms Ria Earp, Deputy Director General - Maori Health, Ministry of Health (NZ)
12.30 pm
Lunch
1.30 pm

Better health: whose responsibility?



Speakers: 
Government responsibility: Professor Ian Anderson, Centre for the Study of Health and Society, University of Melbourne
Individual responsibility: Ms Pat Anderson, Aboriginal Medical Services Alliance – Northern Territory (AMSANT)
Community responsibility: TBC
Chair:
Ms Megan Davis, Jumbunna Indigenous House of Learning, UTS
2.45 pm

Afternoon Tea
3.15 pm

What has a treaty got to do with improving Indigenous health?   
Panel:
Professor Larissa Behrendt, Jumbunna Indigenous House of Learning, UTS

Ms Marcia Ella-Duncan, Chairperson, ATSIC Sydney Regional Council

Dr Tamara Mackean, Australian Indigenous Doctors’ Association

 
Dr Lisa Jackson Pulver, UNSW School of Public Health and Community Medicine

Mr Jeff McMullen, Ian Thorpe’s Fountain for youth Trust

Moderator:
Mr Phil Glendenning, National President, Australians for Native Title & Reconciliation
4.30 pm

Political leadership and re-negotiating relationships in Indigenous health 
Panel:
Senator Aden Ridgeway, Australian Democrats Spokesperson for Indigenous Affairs 
The Hon Dr Carmen Lawrence MP, ALP National President 
The Hon Fred Chaney AO, Co-Chair, Reconciliation Australia
Moderator:
Mr Steve Larkin, Principal, Australian Institute of Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islander Studies
      
5.30 pm
Forum Close
Mr Sean Brennan, Gilbert + Tobin Centre of Public Law, UNSW


Workshop rooms available until 6.30pm.

Program subject to change.
UNSW

NATIONAL FORUM: INDIGENOUS HEALTH & THE TREATY DEBATE

REGISTRATION FORM AND TAX INVOICE

ABN 57 195 873 179

*Please retain a copy of this form. It becomes a tax invoice upon receipt of payment.
First Name: ___________________ Last Name: ____________________ Title:_________________

Organisation:________________________________________________________________________

Address: __________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________ Postcode:_____________

Telephone ________________​  Fax _________________ Email ______________________________

Special dietary requirements: __________________________________________________________
I wish to be added to the Centre’s mailing list:  

Yes
⁮

No
⁮
Please tick appropriate box (all prices are GST inclusive):
□
Standard rate








$99
□
Discount rate for full-time students, unwaged etc




$49
  _____









Total

$_____

Payment Method
· I have enclosed a cheque for $______ made payable to the University of New South Wales, OR
· Please charge my credit card for  $______
□ Bankcard

□ Mastercard
□ Visa
Credit Card No □□□□ □□□□ □□□□ □□□□
Signature: __________________________________​ Expiry Date: ___________________________​

Name of Signatory: _________________________________________________________________​

NO REFUNDS ARE POSSIBLE AFTER 3 SEPTEMBER 2004

PLEASE RETURN THIS FORM with your payment to:
Ms Belinda McDonald

Gilbert + Tobin Centre of Public Law

Faculty of Law

University of New South Wales

Sydney   NSW   2052

Telephone: 
(02) 9385 2257

Facsimile:
(02) 9385 1175

For further information contact Belinda or see www.gtcentre.unsw.edu.au
