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      Media release

                     From the Office of the Attorney-General

Sunday 17 March, 2005
HULLS APPOINTS PANEL TO LEAD DISCUSSION ON HUMAN RIGHTS

A professor of law, an Olympian, a leading disability advocate and former Victorian Attorney-General will lead the crucial Victorian discussion of human rights, Attorney-General Rob Hulls said today.

Professor George Williams, Andrew Gaze, Rhonda Galbally and Haddon Storey have been appointed to the Human Rights Consultation Committee to consult with the community and report on how human rights and responsibilities could best be protected and promoted in Victoria.

The Committee will be provided with specialist legal counsel by the Victorian Solicitor General Pamela Tate, SC.

“The time is right for a community discussion on human rights,” Mr Hulls said.

“Australia is the last developed nation to tackle the concept of human rights in a structured or formal way.

“Appointing the panel is the beginning of a new and exciting phase in the history of justice in Victoria and is a vital part of the Government’s agenda to enhance democracy in Victoria.”  

Mr Hulls said the skills and experience of the committee members will ensure the community has the best opportunity for a transparent and informed discussion on the issue of human rights. 

“The Bracks Government is committed to accessible justice for all Victorians and a discussion on the role of human rights in our society is integral to this commitment,” Mr Hulls said.

“We are embarking on a consultation process that aims to move beyond the set positions various parties have had in the past and find an approach that has broad support across the community.

“This government has a strong record on addressing disadvantage.

“The  human rights process will strengthen our democratic institutions and address disadvantage by examining what type of improvements could be made to protect and promote human rights in Victoria.”

“Whether Victorians recognise rights through a formal legal document, however, or less prescriptive mechanisms, will depend on whether we find consensus on what rights we cherish and what duties we owe each other.”

Mr Hulls said the Department of Justice had established a Human Rights Unit to support the consultation committee. The committee will report on its findings by November 2005.

Professor George Williams (Chair)

Is a widely recognised authority in the area of public law, particularly human rights and constitutional law. His achievements include:

· 2000 – present, the Anthony Mason Professor of Law at the University of New South Wales, teaching and researching in the field of public law, with a particular emphasis on human rights law, constitutional law and electoral law.

· Since 2000 to present, the Director, Gilbert+Tobin Centre of Public Law.

· Laskin Professor of Public Law at Osgoode Hall Law School, Your University, Toronto.

Andrew Gaze

Currently captain of the Melbourne Tigers basketball team, he is the most decorated basketball player in Australia whose achievements include:

· Playing in five Olympic games including selection as the flag bearer and Team Captain in the Sydney 2000 Australian Olympic team.

· Long standing interest and involvement in community issues 

Rhonda Galbally

A leader in developing new approaches to engaging the community and addressing disadvantage for over 30 years. Her achievements include:

· Founder and first CEO of VicHealth

· Executive Director, Myer Foundation

· Founder of the Australian International Health Institute

· 2000 – present Chair, Disability Advisory Council

Haddon Storey, QC

Is currently a Professorial Associate, Public Sector Research Unit, with Victoria University. He was a Liberal member of the Victorian Legislative Council from 1971 – 76. and his ministerial portfolios included:

· Attorney-General 1976 – 82

· Minister for Consumer Affairs 1981 – 82

· Minister for the Arts 1992 – 96

· Minister for Tertiary Education and Training 1992 - 96
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