
HIGH COURT TRIVIA QUIZ 2004
ROUND ONE (4 marks each)

1. How many people have been appointed to the High Court of Australia?

Answer: 44

2. Which High Court Justice's wife accused him of breeding slow race horses?
Answer: Sir William Deane
3. In order to keep their communication about Sir Samuel Griffith’s appointment as Chief Justice confidential, Griffith and then Prime Minister Sir Edmund Barton wrote all correspondence about the appointment in a foreign language. Which language did they use?

Answer: Latin

4. About which current High Court judge did Justice Roderick Meagher say: “I think of him as rather a leftie”

Answer: Justice Dyson Heydon

5. How many visitors went through the High Court building in 2003?

(a) 95,312

(b) 12,340

(c) 7,622

(d) 40,789

Answer: 95,312

6. Which High Court justice did Sir Zelman Cowen describe as “a much talking judge, talking incessantly and mostly about himself. He was the knight with a thousand I’s” 
Answer: Sir John Latham
7. In a recent case before the High Court, Gillard v The Queen, counsel for the appellant produced a Luger pistol as an exhibit, which he then proceeded to brandish before the Court. Faced with a gun-toting counsel, the Chief Justice remarked: 
“If you are going to point it at us would you mind pointing it in the direction of…”

Who did the Chief Justice seek to place in the line of fire?

(a) His Associate

(b) Gordon, the court security officer

(c) Justice Callinan

(d) Opposing counsel

Answer: Justice Callinan

8. Which two barristers appeared before the Full Court of the High Court more than any others in 2003?

Answer: David Jackson and Bret Walker    
ROUND TWO (4 marks each)

9. Of the 2,131 constitutional writs filed in the High Court in 2003, what percentage involved migration matters?

(a) 30%

(b) 50%

(c) 82%

(d) 99%

Answer: 99%

10. Which High Court judge captained a Queensland cricket team against a visiting English eleven?

(a) Charles Powers

(b) Mary Gaudron

(c) William Webb

(d) Ian Callinan

Answer: Charles Powers

11. Of Australia’s Labor Prime Ministers, which appointed the highest number of High Court judges (excluding Chief Justices)? 

(1 bonus mark for the name of each judge appointed)
Answer: Andrew Fisher appointed 4 judges in 1913: 
· Sir Frank Gavan Duffy, 
· Sir Charles Powers, 
· Albert Piddington (who did not sit), 
· Sir George Rich (as Piddington’s replacement).  
Andrew Fisher was Prime Minister on three occasions:  from 1908-09, 1910-13 and then 1914-15.  

Bob Hawke appointed 3 judges from 1987 to 1989: John Toohey, Mary Gaudron and Michael McHugh.

12. The recently published biography of Owen Dixon by Philip Ayers states that some of Justice Rich’s High Court decisions were not actually written by Justice Rich.  One of these cases was Isaacs v. McKinnon (1949) 80 CLR 502, an appeal against a decision of Justice Klyne in the Federal Court of Bankruptcy.  Who wrote Justice Rich’s decision in this case?

Answer: Justice Klyne. 
Justice Rich’s judgment against Justice Klyne’s decision read, “Appeal dismissed”. 
13. In October 2003, the Cairns Post, along with other newspapers across the country,   carried stories about “hundreds of jittery Canberrans” sheltering under tables and jamming police emergency switchboards with phone calls about an imminent terrorist attack. Which decision attributed to the High Court caused this reaction?
Answer: As part of the celebrations for the High Court centenary, two F-111 jets flew over Canberra at a height of 300 metres and performed a spectacular dump and burn. 
While both the High Court and RAAF had issued press releases warning about the fly-over, the RAAF have conceded that they should have done more to communicate their plans to the police and the community.

The Canberra Times reported:

“Simon Tadd, of the RSPCA, assured pet owners the impact on animals was minimal.” 
14. Which High Court Judge has had the most biographies written about him or her? (2 bonus marks for giving the title of one of these biographies)
Answer: Herbert Evatt has 4 biographies (although mainly about his political role) – 
· ‘Doc Evatt: patriot, internationalist, fighter and scholar’ by Ken Buckley, Barbara Dale and Wayne Reynolds,

· ‘Evatt, a life’ by Peter Crockett, 
· ‘Evatt: politics and justice’ by Kylie Tennant, and 

· ‘Evatt the enigma’ by Allan Dalziel. 
Several other judges have 1 biography each, for example Sir Owen Dixon – ‘Owen Dixon’ by Philip Ayers 
15. Who was the first woman to be appointed to the House of Lords?

Answer: Dame Brenda Hale
Dame Brenda Hale began her career in academia in 1966 and specialised in family law, while practicing as a part-time barrister.  She was the youngest and first female Law Commissioner in 1984 and was appointed a Queen’s Counsel in 1989.  Dame Brenda was appointed a High Court judge in 1994 and then a Lady Justice of Appeal in 1999.  She was appointed to the House of Lords in October 2003. 
16. In April 2002 Justice Michael Kirby delivered a speech to law students at Southern Cross University where he commented that the highest judge in the United States of America, in the popular imagination at least, is Judge Judy.  Which court did Justice Kirby identify as the highest court in the Australian imagination?

(a) centre court at Kooyong Tennis Centre

(b) the High Court of Australia

(c) the Rugby League Judiciary

(d) the Supreme Court
     Answer: (c) the Rugby League Judiciary 

