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I invite you to register for a major conference on constitutional law to be held in Sydney on Friday 23 February 2018 

at the Art Gallery of New South Wales. The conference dinner will be held at New South Wales Parliament House and 

will be hosted by NSW Attorney-General, the Hon Mark Speakman SC MP. Participants at this event will be updated on 

recent important developments in the High Court, Federal Court and State Courts and will gain an understanding of the 

issues that will emerge in 2018 and beyond. The conference will be addressed by leading practitioners, academics and 

judges. A statistical report on the 2017 High Court term will also be included in the conference folder. 

This event has been organised by the Gilbert + Tobin Centre of Public Law at the Faculty of Law, UNSW, with the 

support of the Australian Association of Constitutional Law. 

For more information on the Centre and about this event see www.gtcentre.unsw.edu.au

I hope to see you in Sydney on Friday 23 February 2018.

Associate Professor Sean Brennan

Director, Gilbert + Tobin Centre of Public Law

CONSTITUTIONAL LAW 2018
Conference and Dinner on Friday 23 February

INVITATION
Friday 23 February 2018
Domain Theatre
Art Gallery of  New South Wales
Followed by Dinner at New 
South Wales Parliament House

with the support of the Australian 
Association of Constitutional Law

ACADEM
IC

http://www.gtcentre.unsw.edu.au


PROGRAM
FRIDAY 23 FEBRUARY 2018
Supported by the Australian Association of Constitutional Law

8.30 am REGISTRATION AND COFFEE

9.00 am SESSION ONE 

The Courts on 
Constitutional 
Law: The 2017 
Term

Speakers: 
Mr Justin Gleeson SC, NSW Bar 
The High Court on Constitutional Law: The 2017 Term

The Hon Justice Pamela Tate, Court of Appeal, Supreme 
Court of Victoria 
The Federal and State Courts on Constitutional Law: The 
2017 Term  

Chair: Associate Professor Sean Brennan, UNSW

10.30 am MORNING TEA

11.00 am SESSION TWO 
Recent Cases

Speakers:	
Professor Graeme Orr, University of Queensland
Parliamentary Disqualification for Financial Conflicts:  
Re Day (No 2) and Alley v Gillespie

Associate Professor Elisa Arcioni, University of Sydney
Parliamentary Disqualification for Foreign Citizenship: 
Re Canavan, Joyce, Ludlam, Nash, Roberts, Waters, 
Xenophon

Mr Michael Wait SC, Crown Solicitor for South Australia  
The Appropriation Power and the Same Sex Marriage 
Postal Survey: Wilkie v Commonwealth

Chair: The Hon Justice Melissa Perry, Federal Court of 
Australia	  

12.30 pm LUNCH

1.30 pm SESSION THREE
Recent Cases

Speakers: 
Ms Kathleen Foley, Victorian Bar
Workplace Protest and Freedom of Political 
Communication: Brown v Tasmania

Mr Stephen McDonald, South Australian Bar	
Diversity Jurisdiction and State Tribunals: Burns v Corbett

Dr Sangeetha Pillai, UNSW
Visa Cancellation and Chapter III: Graham v Minister for 
Immigration; Falzon v Minister for Immigration

Chair: The Hon Justice John Basten, Judge of Appeal, 
NSW Supreme Court

3.00 pm AFTERNOON TEA

3.30 pm SESSION FOUR

Contemporary 
Rights Issues 
Across the 
Federation

Speakers:
Professor Louise Chappell, UNSW
Democratic Accountability and Human Rights in Australia:  
A Tripartite Framework

Dr Lisa Burton Crawford, UNSW
Rights Protection, Statutory Interpretation and the Rule of Law 

Professor Carolyn Evans, University of Melbourne 
Religious Freedom, Discrimination Laws and Same Sex 
Marriage

Chair: Associate Professor Gabrielle Appleby, UNSW

5.00 pm CONFERENCE CLOSE

5.15 pm Book Launch by the Hon Justice Stephen Gageler AC
Australian Constitutional Values edited by Professor Rosalind Dixon, 
UNSW (Hart Publishing, 2018)

7.00 pm 
for 7.30 
pm

DINNER
Strangers Dining Room, New South Wales Parliament House 
Macquarie Street, Sydney
Hosted by the Hon Mark Speakman SC MP, NSW Attorney General

Speaker: The Hon Wayne Martin AC, Chief Justice of Western Australia2018 Constitutional Law Conference & Dinner Registration Details 
ABN 57 195 873 179

REGISTRATION FEES
Conference only			   $ 230
Dinner only				    $ 115 
Conference and dinner			  $ 345

Registration and payment are available online at www.gtcentre.unsw.edu.au

•	 Payment forms accepted:  
Visa, Mastercard or cheque

•	 Payment instructions available online

•	 Registration closes 16 February 2017 

•	 No refunds can be issued for 	
cancellations after 16 February 2017

REGISTRATION ENQUIRIES
Ms Belinda McDonald
Gilbert + Tobin Centre of Public Law
Telephone: (02) 9385 2257
Email: gtcentre@unsw.edu.au


